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| 1 COMMON or rather 

outrè productions, witneſs 
— your Minos, ſuit the 
times. 'This dedication pretends to 
be of that quality, and entirely 
out of the beaten track. Inſtead of 


adulation and fulſome flattery, it is 
the reverſe, and plain. 


CRHRISTIANTTT is certainly worth 
A 2 ſomething ; 


( 
ſomething: and you may be aſſu- 
red, SR, that in North Britain it 
has its admirers ſtill, It has the 
countenance of law. To inſult it, 
therefore, was neither pious nor pru- 
dent. An Ariſtophanes, worthleſs 
as he and his comedy were, com- 
paſſed the death of a great man. It 
was fond and fooliſh, if you aimed 
at the ſame ſucceſs againſt our holy 
religion, or what is moſt venerable 
in it; and wicked as fooliſh, When 
I recolle& the whole of the horrid 
ſcene, Mr FoorTs and his ſpruce 
band of actors performing their 
part, it has once and again brought 
to my mind, the day when the 
SAVIOUR of our world was 
incloſed in an aſſembly of the great 

and 


4 


and gay, dreſſed in a gorgeous robe, 
an enſign of mock royalty, to be 
laughed at. In ſome ſuch manner 
have you treated what is moſt in- 
tereſting in revelation, and dear to 
believers of it. Culpable com- 
plaiſance would not have told you 
the one half of this. Genuine 
charity perhaps would have ſaid 
much more than I have done. 
Wiſhing, with all my heart, that 
you may ſpeedily become as conſpi- 
cuous a penitent, as you have done 


deſpite ro the SPIRIT of 
GRACE, ' 


I am, 
8 


Your faithful humble ſervant, 


James BAINE. 


F lope EK eu Re EM. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE reader will be diſappoint- 
ed, who hopes to find the 
queſtion about the lawfulneſs of 
the STact examined in the follow- 
ing SERMON, That 1s not the 
point in view; nor do I ſee any 
occaſion for it, while ſome excel- 
lent treatiſes, which clearly prove 
the ſinfulneſs of ic, ſtand hitherto 
unrepealed at the bar of reaſon 
and holy ſcripture. Conſulting 
the diſſertations of a ColIIER 22 
Law, ANDERSON, HAYWARD, Oc. 
upon that ſubject, and comparing 
theſe 


FP 

cheſe with the puerile anſwers 
made to them, the candid inquirer 
may be ſatisfied, that the STace 
is an inſtitution immoral, and in- 
conſiſtent with the purity of the 
Chriſtian profeſſion. It is againſt a 
general corruption of manners, and 
a late flagrant proſtitution of the 
STAGE in particular, that the au- 
thor remonſtrates, viz. the acting 
of the Mixox in the licenſed 
theatre of EpinsBurGHn, upon the 
24th of November laſt : A comedy 
very diſreſpectful of religion, inju- 
rious to the dead, and as meagre 
in itſelf as malicious to others. 


Every one knows the uſual a- 


pology for publications of this 
kind. 


( ix ) 
kind. He declines taking the be. 
nefit of it, If the miniſters of 
Satan have effrontery ro ridicule 
what is truly from heaven, and 
the great hype of periſhing ſin- 
ners on earth, no miniſter of 
CHRIST ſhould heſitate to 
ſtep forth, and glory in reproaches, 
while he wipes off the foul aſper- 
ſion. May G OD forgive the 
unhappy comedian, who knows 
not what he is doing, and prevent 
the miſchief of his unhallowed 
trade and performance. They are 
calculated to hurt the thoughtleſs 
and unguarded, who are many. If 
_ this publication proves in any de- 
gree an antidote or preventive, he 
has obtained his aim, and ample 
recompenſe. 
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Pr. K0-1% 

Wo WILL RISE UP FOR ME AGAINST 
THE EVIL-DOERS? WHO WILL STAND 
UP FOR ME AGAINST THE WORKERS 
OF INIQUITY ? 


5 no name or title is aſſixed to 
this pſalm, we are uncertain as 
toits author. From ſome parts 

of the compoſition, it 1s probable, that it 

s B 2 was 


WE 


was penned by David. Be that as it will, 
it appears, that the times in which it was 
compoſed, were none of the beſt, and 
had a threatening aſpect upon the church 

of GOD; not ſo much from the power 
and perſecution of enemies without, as the 
prevalence of Atheiſm, profaneneſs, and 
corruption of every kind within. In ſuch 
a dark day, ſome chearing rays, and 
hope of better times, dawned on the : 


dejected minds of the IL. OR D's people. 


Encouraged by his promiſe, and former 
experience of his love, they did not de- 
ſpair to ſee judgment yet return to righteouſ- 
neſs, as the pſalmiſt ſpeaks here, ver. 15. 
and that the upright in heart would follow 
after it. They did not deſpair to ſee the 
daring degeneracy of their times, as a- 
ſhamed, retire, and be ſucceeded by morals 
pure and prevailing, In a word, they were 
not without hope, that amiable Religion, 
Religion that higheſt honour of man, 
would yet appear in ſuch a lovely reſpect- 
able form, that her friends might openly 


eſpouſe 


E 
eſpouſe it without reproach or danger. 


To compaſs this end, in the words 
now read, a banner is diſplayed for this righ- 
teous cauſe, and all who bear it good-will 
are invited to accede, and liſt as volun- 
teers init. Whether you underſtand theſe 
words as the call of G O D himſelf, or of 
his inſpired ſervant the writer of the pſalm, 
it amounts to the ſame thing. 


In diſcourſing from them, I propoſe, 
as G OD may be pleaſed to help, 


I. To illuſtrate a little the characters 


mentioned here of eu- doers, and workers of 
miuuity. . 


II. ConsIDER the import of this addreſs 
and call to Sand up againſt them, or to op- 
pole the progreſs of vice and impiety. 


III. The obligations to comply with 


this call; pointing out, at the ſame time, 


ſome characters who are particularly 
bound, 


IV. 


3 


IV. Orr ſome reflections upon 
what may be ſaid, To return to the 


I. FIRST of theſe, the characters men- 
tioned in my text, of evil-doers and work- 
ers of iniquity: By theſe I underſtand 
habitual enſlaved. finners of every deno- 
mination, ungodly, unrighteous, and ſen- 
ſual, with the infernal ſource and ſpring 
of their evil-doings, viz. enmity to GOD 
and godlineſs. Hence, what we tranſlate 
evil-doers, may be literally rendered Ma- 
LIGNANTS, expreſhve of their ſpite and 
ill-will at the cauſe of GOD and religion. 
By ſome of them iniquity is ſtudied as a 
ſcience, and they follow it as their daily 
calling. Tis their work to contrive and 
commit it. The attention of their minds, 
and vigour of their bodies, their time and 
| talents, are exhauſted in this ſervice, 
Whilſt others go a ſtep further, not only 
making a trade of fin, but they make their 
boaſt of it too; and, glorying 1n their 


1 ſhame, labour hard to extend, and give 
| | } credit 
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credit to the baneful commerce. Fearleſs 
of human laws, which are a dead letter 
from the non-execution of them, and di- 
vine judgements, from unbelief, being out 
of fight, they bid defiance to public cen- 
ſure, to juſtice on earth, and the ven- 
geance of heaven. 


TURNING your eyes to the firſt verſes 
of this pſalm, you will ſee that theſe ſons 
of irreligion abounded at this time-in the 
land of Judah. He muſt be greatly de- 
ſtitute of knowledge or of candour, who 
does not ſee in them a mournful picture 
of our own more abandoned and guilty 
times ; when things moſt ſacred in them- 
ſelves, and dear to the Chriſtian world, 
are in a Chriſtian land made the ſubject of 
impious deriſion and drollery; when thoſe 
that ought to be the honourable in the 
earth, are the diſgrace. of human nature ; 
when iniquity is to be found in the place 
of judgment, and the ſacred order itſelf 
is polluted ; when the ſhocking vices and 

luxury 
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"APE of the life in vogue are ſo faithful- 
ly copied by inferior ranks; when our 
very young ones, ſcarcely acquainted with 
their mother-tongue, are aſtoniſhing profi- 
cients in profaneneſs, and learned in the 


fouleſt language of hell. 


II. Lx T us now conſider this call and 
fervent addreſs in my text: Who will riſe 
up for me againſt evil-doers ? who will x 
up for me agamſt the workers W * 
And, vs 


1. Tux pſalmiſt does not mean to ex- 
euſe himſelf, and caſt the burden of this 
upon others, or that when they are enga- 


ged in oppoſing evil-doers, he ſhould be a 


ſpectator only. No: in a conteſt of 
this kind, between the cauſe of G OD, 
and kingdom of Satan, to be nentral 
is to be an enemy. He that is not with 
me, ſays our LORD, 1 againſt me, 
Matth. xii. 30. And it is remarkable, 
that he ſpoke thus, when - baſely re- 
viled 


*% 
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viled by his bitter enemies. Such a 
lukewarm temper is ſpoke of as ex- 
ceeding nauſeous and provoking. It 
was fatal to the church of Laodicea. J 
will ue thee out of my mouth, fays our 
LORD, Rev. iii. 16. This deteſtable 
ſpirit of indifference is apt to ſcreen itſelf 
under the more ſpecious names of prudence, 
moderation, caution, and the like.—Li- 
ſtening more to the dictates of eaſe, and 
their ſecular intereſt, than to conſcience, 
they judge it eligible to lie by, and avoid 
inconveniencies, though they can readily 
ſubmit to greater in purſuit of worldly 
pleaſure and profit. It is well if they 
condemn not the zeal of others, expoſed 
in the hotteſt part of the battle, as for- 
ward and raſh; but for their part, they 
modeſtiy retire to a place of ſafety, and 
look on. This is conſulting with fleſh 
and blood ; which we know the great a- 
poſtle of the Gentiles did not, when ſent 
on an arduous enterpriſe, no not though 
he was told of ſufferings which he would 
C | be 


( 18 ) 


be expoſed to for its ſake, Under the le- 
thargic influence of this cold diſpoſition, 
how little will ſome men do for G O D? 
how hardly can they be perſuaded to ſtir ? 
Even ſome who, in the judgment of cha- 
rity, are ſuppoſed to be the friends of the 
RE DEE ME R and his religion, or 

are willing to be thou ght ſo; though 
deaf to the warm call in my text, me- 
thinks the words of Mordecai to Eſther 
may be loud as thunder in their ears, 
Eſth. iv. 14. There was one probable ex- 

pedient to ſave her nation from ruin, but 
to her an hazardous attempt. She foreſaw 
the danger, and pled it as her excuſe. 
But, ſays he, F thou altogether boldeft thy 
peace at this time, then ſhall there enlarge- 
ment and deliverance ariſe to the Fews from 
gnother place; but thau and thy father's 
bouſe ſhall be deſtroyed, 


10. T H1s ardont addreſs does inti- 
mate, that ſtanding up againſt workers of 
mani, is a bold undertaking, will meet 

with 


1 197 ) 
with oppoſition, and be attended with dif- 
ficulty and danger. Nor can it well be 
otherwiſe. It is ſtriking directly at the 
works of the devil, and wounding the 
very vitals of his empire over men. And- 
he is an enemy too ſubtle and vigilant not 
to take the alarm, and if poſſible, by 
ſtratagem or ſtrength, by fury or flattery, 
to countermine it. Tis croſſing wicked 
men in their ſupreme plot and pleaſure, 
that of indulging the reigning deſires of 
their fleſh and mind; defires ſo eager, 
that they will ſatisfy theſe at the expence 
of health, character, and fortune, nay, 
at the peril and price of their ſouls; theſe 
gratifications being above all things agree- 
able to their vitiated taſte, and therefore 
preferred to intereſts immortal. And who 
does not know, that thwarting men in 
their moſt favourite purſuits, and expo- 
fing their works of darkneſs to public 
view, will irritate exceedingly, and rouſe 
reſentment? No wonder then if this de- 
ſign, thovgh truly honourable, be diſ- 

C 2 couraged 


( 20 ) 
couraged and diſgraced by them to the 
utmoſt of their power. No wonder if they 
who undertake it be the derifion of evil- 
doers, and their firmneſs and undaunted 
_ reſolution be branded as hypocriſy and ar- 
tifice, or blind zeal and frenzy. Well 
apprized of this, the pfalmiſt calls for the 
aid of others: Who will fland up for me a- 
gainſt the workers of iniquity ? — Which 
does imply, in the laſt place, 


3- THAT this excellent work of 
withſtanding vice and evil-doers, is carri- 
ed on with advantage by union and con- 
cert. Ir is well known, that there is an 
intimate though fatal fellowſhip among 
the workers of iniquity, It is this chiefly 
that keeps them in countenance, hardens 
them in fin, and makes them bold in the 
defence of it. By them this union is look - 
ed upon as order and cloſe ranks in the 
well-diſciplined army, which makes it 
firm and impenetrable to the atracks of 
the enemy. In the mercantile and tra- 


ding 


/ 
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ding world, nay and among mechanics too, 
the benefit of union is well known: hence, 
for the ſake of more lucrative and exten- 
five commerce, companies and corpora- 
tions are formed. The like happy effect 
muſt union have in combinations of a re- 
ligious nature; when numbers well affect- 
ed to GOD, and the beſt intereſts of 
their fellow- men, cordially cement, go on 
in wiſe counſel, and vigorous endeavours, 
to maintain the honour of his moſt holy 
name, of heavenly truth, and righteouſ- 
neſs, which exalts a nation, and ſtop the 
progreſs of fin, which is the reproach of 
any people. The pſalmiſt ſeems convinced 
of advantages from ſuch concord, when 
he ſo earneſtly invites others into confede- 
racy with him. Though a wiſe man, 
and brave as wiſe, and particularly fo for 
his G OD, yet he ſometimes found that 
even the ſons of Zeruiah were too ſtrong 
for himſelf alone. Therefore, here, in 
the multitude of counſellors there is ſtrength 
and ſafety, To this purpoſe we find, in 
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( 22 ) 
a moſt abandoned age of the Jewiſh 
church, I mean in the days of Malachi, 
when men were not aſhamed to ſay, that 
i was in van to ſerve the MOST HIGH, 
that evil. doers were good in his fight, and 
be delighted in them, in a word, when 


60 and religion were openly inſulted, 


that then rh who feared the LORD ſpake 
often one to another, Mal. iii. 16. They 


held their meetings, and concerted, to 
cheriſh mutual love, and ſtrengthen one 


another's hands, to ſupport the credit of 


oppreſſed godlineſs, and confound barefa- 
ced triumphant Atheiſm, ] pro- 
eeed, 


III. To conſider the obligations to pro- 
ſecute this worthy purpoſe, pointing out, 
at the ſame time, ſome characters who are 
more particularly concerned in this work. 


1. WI r f regard to theſe obligations, 
were I to enumerate and enlarge upon them, 


it would carry me to an undue length. Do 
but 


( 23 ) 
but obſerye then, according to my text, 
that this good work is ſtanding up for 
GOD : for, as I noticed in the entry, 
the wards may be underſtood as a fer- 
vent call from him : As ſtanding up for 
that G O D, whoſe kind hand gave us 
being, who remembered us in our low es 
ſtate, who, in rich mercy, called you his 
people unto his family and ſervice; for 
that faithful GOD, in whole cauſe, tho 
we meet with fierce oppoſition, he will 
carry the upright through it with honour, 
and who oft has crowned ſmall beginnings 
with ſucceſs and victory. "Tis ſtanding up 
for him, whom Stephen ſaw ſtanding at 
the right hand of GOD, who is never 
ſilent, or out of the way, when his peo- 
ple's cauſe and intereſt require his appear- 
ance for them; and therefore has a claim 
upon their tongue, and pen, and talents, 
when his injured name and religion de- 
mand their exertion. In a word, if piety 
to GOD, and ſacred regards to his ho- 
nour ; il good-will to the intereſts of ſo- 


ciety, 


( 24 ) 
ciety, and eternal weal of men; if love 
to poſterity, or deſire that generations to 
come ſhould riſe up and call you bleſſed ; 
if theſe are obligations, then here they 
center, and loudly call on you to riſe up 
for G OD, and, by every proper method, 
labour to ſtem that deluge of antediluvian 
vices which has ſpread over this once hap- 
py land, and threatens to drown our me- 
tropolis in particular ; a deluge more fatal 
and more to be dreaded than the waters 


of Noah were. 


LE r me now point out ſome particu- 
lar characters who are more eſpecially 
bound to this good work. 


1. MAIS T RATES, and officers of the 


law hold the firſt rank here *. They are the 
miniſters 


May not the gentlemen of the long robe be conſult- 
ed ? To me the outrage complained of ſeems action- 
able. My opinion is founded upon the iſſue of a pro- 
ceſs carried on againſt Mr Thomas Woolſton, an Eng- 


liſh divine. The fact is ſhortly this. From the year 1727 
te 


( 25 ) 
miniſters of GOD; for the powers that 


be, are of him. As his vicegerents, they are 
bound to maintain the dignity of his govern- 
ment, the laws of his univerſal kingdom, 
that ſacred regard to duty, to truth and 
righteouſneſs, which are the very baſis, 
cement, and ſoundneſs of a civil conſtitu- 
tion. This is their province, and the 
great end for which they are clothed 


to 1730, Mr Woolſton publiſhed fix diſcourſes up» 

on the miracles of our SAVIOUR, and defences 

of them, In theſe he not only argued againſt the mi- 

racles, but treated them in a moſt ludicrous and inde- 

cent way, At the ſame time, the moſt abuſive ex- 
preſſions were put into the mouth of his Jewiſh Rabbi. 

He was tricd in Guildhall before Lord Chief Juſtice 
Raymond, He ſpoke ſeveral times for himſelf ; and 
applications were not wanting in his behalf by people 
of great conſideration, He was caſt however, ſenten- 
ced to a year's impriſonment, and to pay a fine of 100 1, 

Ougritur, Are the miracles wrought by our 8 A- 
VIOUR more facred than the doctrines which he 
taught ? are the laws of England more rigorous than 
Scotch acts of parliament, againſt blaſphemy and inſo- 
leat abuſe of holy ſcripture ? 


D with 
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with authority; not to determine articles. 
of faith, or diſpenſe ordinances of the 
goſpel, not to invade the rights of con- 
ſcience and private judgment, nor by pains 
and penalties compel the ſubject unto this 
or the other belief: no; but, in the lan- 
guage. of holy writ, to be @ terror to evil- 
doers, to chaſtiſe the openly profane and 
immoral, who diſturb the peace and or- 
der, and diſſolve the ſtrongeſt bonds of ſo- 
ciety. To this purpoſe GO has girded 
the magiſtrate with the ſword of juſtice. 
And wo to that timid and daſtardly, 
that faithleſs and crooked judge, who keeps 
the ſword in its ſheath, when the abuſe 
of G OD's honour, when the protection 
of innocence, and puniſhment of vice, re- 
quire it to be drawn. 


2. AN heavier wo ſtill to the miniſter 
of JESUS, who from cowardice, or 
being perfidiouſly polite, can footh the 
workers of iniquity, give countenance to 
ſin by his filence or his ſmile, at the peril 

of 


„ 
of the blood of ſouls, and expence of his 
MAS T ER's honour; whoſe tongue is 
all cloquence and fire to vindicate or eo ver 
the blemiſhes of his earthly friend; but 
if outrage is done to the great FRIEND 
of ſinners, to his moſt venerable name and 
cauſe, though ſet for the defence of theſe, 
he is dumb, or but ſcarcely opens his 
mouth. In a word, wo to that miniſter 
of JESUS, who, trampling upon that 
ſacred inſtitution of diſcipline, throws 
down the eternal diſtinction between the 
church of CHRIST which is holy, and 
the world that lies in the wicked one, by 
welcoming thoſ2 to the aſſembly of the 
upright, and to the table of our LO RD 
there, whoſe uſual haunt is in the congre- 
gation of evil-doers, and who can applaud 
ſuch as ſet their mouth againſt the hea- 
vens in their lewd and blaſphemous talk. 


3. Uyon this head I muſt not omit thoſe 
of honourable birth, or ample fortune, 
though nor inveſted with civil authority. 
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Such indulgent favours to ſome beyond o- 
thers, are talents undoubtedly to be ac- 
counted for; and the proſtitution of them 
to baſe purpoſes, will meet with a ſevere 
reckoning, Diſtinction and rank was not 
conferred with this view, that they who 
poſſeſs it ſhould contemn G O D, the foun- 
tain of their honour : nor can their eleva- 
tion give them the fatal privilege of de- 
ſcending into the common ſewer and pud- 
dle of vice, to wallow undiſtinguiſhed a- 
mong the ſwiniſh herd there. That is im- 
poſſible. Where they do, it makes dread- 
ful havock upon religion, and the morals 
of a country. It is ſomehow the prero- 
gative of a ſuperior ſtation, to be the mo- 
del upon which the many form, and to 
give a currency to cuſtoms good or bad. It 
is very much in their power to reſcue from 
the contempt of unthinking multitudes, 
what in itſelf is truly venerable, and by 
their frown to make folly and filthineſs a- 
ſhamed. And can ambition while on earth 
wiſh for higher dignity * Can a benevo- 

lent 


„ 
lent heart taſte of purer pleaſure, than thus 


to diffuſe health, proſperity, and ſubſtantial 
happineſs among his fellow-mortals ? 


4. LET me obſerve, that every one 
may do ſomewhat in this noble cauſe, and 
throw in his mite to oppoſe the increaſe of 
Satan's kingdom. Where is he who has 
not various means for that purpoſe, if ſloth, 
or a worſe principle, did not tie up his 
hands? If he has not gold and filver, he 
may bring goats hair, as the poorer among 
Iſrael did for the ſervice of the tabernacle, 
and it was accepted. For inſtance, are 
you not men, and have the affections of 
human nature? Cannot ye therefore, like 
a great and good prince of Iſrael, be grie- 
ved when you ſee tranſgreſſors ? Cannot ye 
be importunate for them at a throne of 
grace, and for better times, when, by the 
effuſion of his all-renewing Spirit, inſtead 
of hemlock, righteouſneſs ſhall ſpring up, 
and abound in the land ? Cannot you by 
prudent counſel, and more effectually by 


purity 
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purity and holineſs of life, reclaim, and 
in that way, like another Noah, teſtify 
againſt evil-doers, and condemn their un- 
godly practices? May you not, if called 
in judgment, without diſſimulation or re- 
ſerve, bear witneſs againſt them ? Once 
more, if ſome how you have fallen in 
with abandoned company, and are the 
unhappy ſpectators of vices enormous and 
ſhocking, may you not in the moſt pru- 
dent manner give intelligence of ſuch 
crimes, that they may be ſtigmatized, and 
the progreſs of their contagion checked it 


poſſible * 


Wur ſpeaking thus, Jam aware that 
ſome of my hearers will demur. What! 
think they, will he preſs us into the infa- 
mous trade of informers ? That a debauch- 

ed graceleſs world have laboured to render 
the name of informer odious, 1s very 
true, and for an obvious reaſon. It 1s not 
conſiſtent with their honour and ſafety that 
there ſhould be ſuch a thing. But, with 


their good leave, an informer in many 
caſes, 
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eaſes, and to the point in hand, is an ho- 
nourable character, and, when acting as 
ſuch, may be the pious man and the patriot, 
doing G O D ſervice, and great good. to 
his country. Nor let any think, that this 
is work only for the mean and vulgar. 
From hiſtory profane and ſacred we find 
perſons of the higheſt rank informing of 
abuſes; and how can a reformation be 
carried on without it? Ezra ix. 1. 2. 
Now ohen theſe things were done, the PRIN = 
Ces came to me, (they were not the poor 
of the land, but the princes who came to 
the governor), ſaying, The people of Vrael, 
the priefis, and the Levites have not ſepara- 
ted themſeFoes from the people of the land, do- 
ing according to their abominations. By theſe 
and ſuch like methods may the honourable 
and the meaneſt be ajding to oppoſe evil- 
doers, and concur to ſerve G O D, and 
fave their country. | 


IT remains to make a few reflections. 


1 LET 


* 


1 

1. Let me addreſs evil- doers, and work- 
ers of iniquity, the notoriouſly profligate, 
or ſuch as, under a ſlender profeſſion and 
form of godlineſs, diſtaſte and habitually 
deny its power. Few perhaps of theſe 
may be my hearers juſt now. If they 
are, be it known unto them, that they 
are walking contrary to G O D, and he is 
walking contrary to them. His wrath is 
already revealed from heaven againſt your 


wicked courſe. War is declared, and he- 


ſtilities are carried on by you againſt him, 


' againſt the ſovereign, and righteous 


JUDGE of all, againſt that L O R D 
GOD to whom vengeance belongs. 
Where the conteſt ſhall iſſue, may be ea- 
fily determined. If you can outwit infi- 
nite wiſdom, or hide yourſelf in ſecret, 
that GOD ſhall not ſee; if OMNI- 
POTENCE can faint, and almighty 
power be wreſted from his arm ; if you can 
bribe inflexible juſtice, or corrupt his pu- 


rity into the love of fin, or truce with it; 


then may you be ſafe, But what deluſive 
| refuges 
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refuges are theſe ? Abſurd however as they 
are, ſtupified with ſuch ſhreds of A- 
theiſm and Infidelity, many go on in fin, 
and cry Peace, peace to themſelves. But 
ſhall they therefore eſcape? Verily no. 
Ye brutiſh among the people, where 1s your 
underſtanding ? Fools, when will you be wiſe ? 
He that formed the eye, does not he ſee? he 
that teacheth man knowledge, will not he bim- 
elf know? He that correcteth the Heathen, 
who have not your light, or means of a- 
mendment, will he not much more puniſh 
you? Ves. Pal. xxi. 8. 9. Thine hand will 
find out all thine enemies, thy right hand will 
find out thoſe that hate thee. Thou ſhalt make 
them as a fiery oven in the time of thine an- 
ger; the LORD ſhall fwallow them up in 
his wrath, and the fire ſhall devour them. 


2. LET me recommend the ſpirit 
and pattern in my text to the imitation of 
all in authority, civil or ecclefiaſtic rulers, 
By their very office, magiſtrates and mini- 
ſters are GOD's fide. "Tis treache- 
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rous in them, to become advocates for 
workers of iniquiry, or to ſcreen their 
wicked works from condign puniſhment 
or cenſure. Tis treacherous to render the 
proſecution of them troubleſome or im- 
practicable by art and crooked contri- 
vance, or to turn aſide the courſe of ju- 
ſtice from delinquents, when convicted. 
Whatever ſuch patrons of vice may ima- 
gine, their practice is a ſharing with them 
in their fins, and they will partake with 
them in their judgments too. For GOD 
will not pervert judgment, though, before 
weak or wicked earthly tribunals, it may 
be perverted. Friendſhip, we know, in- - 
tereſt, conſanguinity, and other connec- 
tions, or perhaps compaſſion, are the u- 
ſual motives, and apology for ſtanding up 
in behalf of evil-doers. But an Heathen 
can overthrow theſe ſpecious pretexts, by 
telling us, that among them Juſtice 
was painted blind ; ſhe faw nor the per- 
ſon, ſhe only heard the cauſe. If this 
does not ſatisfy, let us look to an inſtance 

in 


3 


in holy ſcripture; an inſtance of imparti- 


ality applauded by G OD, and recorded 
with honour to future ages. You will find 
the memorable fact, Exod. xxxii. 26. &c. 
In the worſhip of the golden calf, which 
was a treaſonable defection from G 0 D, 
his name and glory were egregiouſſy con- 
temned. To puniſh the guilty, Moſes calls 
thoſe who were on the LORD's fide 
to gather to him. The tribe of Levi! in- 
ſtantly obeyed, and ſpared not the bro- 
ther-companion or neighbour | who were 
in the offence, By men of looſe. morals, 
and little reverence for revelation, this 
may be condemned as cruelty. But Mo- 
ſes, in the cloſe of life, when pouring 
out his requeſts far the tribes of Iſracl, 
prays for manifold bleſſings to Levi on 
account of his uncorrupaggneſs and zeal. 
Deut. xxxiii. 8. &c, Who ſaid unto bis f- 
ther and to his mother, I have not ſeen him, 
neitber did be ackno whdge bis brethren, 
nor knew his 07 children. Bleſs, Lord, 
| bis ſubſtance, ſays the man of G OD, and 
9 accept 
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accept the work of his hands : ſinite through 
the loins of thoſe that riſe up againſt him. 


T o conclude, I doubt not but ſome of 
you may be already aware of the occaſion 
of this diſcourſe : A mournful occaſion in- 
deed ! Tears of blood are not ſufficient 
to bewail it; that, in our theatrical en- 
tertainments, divinity itſelf is ſcarcely 
ſpared ; that the moſt ſacred and benefi- 
cial operations of the Holy Spirit upon 

the ſouls of men, are treated with impi- 
ous levity, and expoſed to public ſcorn. 
Regeneration, I mean, or the new birth, 
in particular, the nature and abſolute ne- 
ceſſity of which the REDEEMER's 
own lips did inculcate. Such an abuſe 
of Heathen myſteries, fooliſh and filthy 
as theſe were would not have been well 
received in Athens and Rome, and might 
have been dangerous to the droll who ſcof- 
fed at them. Nor will it juſtify this out- 
rage to ſay, that the performer meant on- 
ly to expoſe the hypocriſy of a baſe bawd, 
and 
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and pretender to the new birth. For di- 
vine truths ſo very important can with no 
propriety be warped in with the ludicrous, 
elſe you unavoidably degrade them from 
their native dignity, to the contempt and 
laughter of fools. And ſuppoſing the 
lewd Mrs Cole * to be a ſelf-deceiver, 
preſuming that ſhe is a child of G OD, 
when in reality a flave of the devil; to 
any humane mind that can be no provoca- 
tion to mirth, nor juſtly excite the emo- 
tions of it, but rather of deep undiſſem- 


H who deſires to know more particularly the 
deformities of this deteſtable comedy, will find a faith» 
ful detail of them, with proper animadverſions, in a 
modeſt, ſpirited letter, by a very worthy Engliſh 
clergyman, directed to David GaRRIcCR, Eſq; and 
ſubſcribed ANTI PRO HAN Us, lately reprinted 
here. 


REFLECTIONS on the innocence and uſefulneſs 
of the entertainments of the ſtage, by Mr H a x- 
W ARD, reprinted here a few days ago, are ſerious and 
pathetic. The young will read them to their profit, 
if not totally infected with the madneſs of the 
theatre, 


bled 
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bled ſorrow. - But apologies here are pre- 
poſterous: the author of the comedy does 
not diſguiſe its deſign, and it is obvious 
to an attentive reader, namely, to ridicule 
Tottenham and Tabernacle converts, and 
in that way to bury the name and labours 
of a diſtinguiſhed miniſter of JESUS 
in the bottom of contempt. According- 
ly he is called up as it were from the grave, 
brought upon i the ſtage in his miniſterial ha- 
bit, his tone, geſtures, and fervent addreſſ- 
es are per ſonated by the ſhallow ungene- 
rous mimic, to the unbecoming mirth of 
ſpeRators. But how baſe and ungrate- 
ful is ſuch treatment of the dead; and that 
too ſo very nigh to a family of orphans, 
the records of whoſe hoſpital will 
tranſmit Mr WurTEerItLD' s name to po- 
ſterity with honour, when the memory of o- 

thers will rot! How illiberal ſuch uſage 
of one, whoſe ſeaſonable good ſervices for 
his king : and country are. well known, 
whoſe indefatigable labours for his be- 
loved divine MASTER were counte- 

nanced 
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nanced by heaven, of which there are living 
witneſſes not a few, and my * — 
allcep ? 


r would; I confols; be violating all 
the laws of charity to think, that every, 
ſpeQator of this ſcene was an approvex too. 
Nay, it is poſſible that fome, in their cool 
undiſſipated moments, reflected upon it 
with horror. This is well; but ought 
they not to go further ? Will not the unpro- 
voked barbarity of raking up the aſhes of 
the dead, will not inſolent abuſe of that 
which ever was, and will be dear to Chri- 
ſtians, juſtify much warmer reſentment ?I 
mean, a farewell for ever to the ſtage, and 
activity to inſpire others with the ſame 
abhorrence of it ; as in the words of Jacob 
upon another occaſion, Gen. xlix. 6. O my 
ſoul, come not thou into their ſecret ; unto their 
aſſembly, mine honour, be not thow unit ed. 
Nay, I may add, that this were bur juſt in- 
dignation at a performance ſo contemptible 
and paltry, ſo deſtitute of order, ſenti- 


ment, 
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ment, and elegance, unleſs the modith- 
- ſwearing dialect with which it abounds, 
and impure innuendo's, be decoration: in 
a word, a performance whoſe title of Mi- 
Non, I humbly conceive, may henceforth 
be changed, and with little variation taken 
from Rev. xiii. 6. And 1T opened 118 
mouth in blaſphemy againſt G 0 D, to blaſ- 
pheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them | 
that dwell in heaven, © | 
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